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Although the primary jurisdiction of a court is its power to hear and adjudicate the cases brought before it, it also has ancillary 
jurisdiction to take actions that are incidental to the exercise of its primary jurisdiction. This is implied in the grant of the primary 
jurisdiction.” Thus, a court acquiring jurisdiction over property can determine all questions relative to its title, possession, and 
control.> Because ancillary proceedings aim to further a principal proceeding, they can only exist by virtue of the main cause 
of action, and without the main cause of action, they would not be required.“ Also, in the exercise of its ancillary powers, the 


court can exercise reasonable control over all proceedings connected with the litigation before it 


However, the doctrines of ancillary, pendent, or supplemental jurisdiction have been held not to apply in state courts, and a 
state circuit court has thus been held to have no authority to exercise jurisdiction over a statutorily created claim exclusively 


cognizable in the district court solely because it was filed as a compulsory counterclaim.° 
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Footnotes 
1 Heesch v. Swimtastic Swim School, 20 Neb. App. 260, 823 N.W.2d 211 (2012). 

As to jurisdiction to determine matters ancillary to the question of whether the court has jurisdiction, see § 58. 
2 In re Marriage of Parks, 48 Wash. App. 166, 737 P.2d 1316 (Div. 2 1987). 
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3 City of Maryville v. Waters, 207 Tenn. 213, 338 S.W.2d 608 (1960). 
4 Dean v. Weaver, 928 N.E.2d 254 (Ind. Ct. App. 2010). 
3 Nazir v. United Airlines, Inc., 178 Cal. App. 4th 243, 100 Cal. Rptr. 3d 296 (1st Dist. 2009). 
6 Jackson v. Davis, 2014 WL 1646285 (Ala. Civ. App. 2014). 
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